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RUSSIA’S EVOLUTION APPROACH IN BUILDING AND DISSEMINATING
DISINFORMATION: THE CASE OF “WEAPON TRADE”

The article investigates Russian influence operations aimed at discrediting Ukraine and
undermining military support for Ukraine from allies. The author reviews and conceptualizes real-life
influence operations conducted by Russia after the full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022 that
promoted disinformation stories about Western-donated arms sales by Ukraine. Analyzing such
campaigns is essential for understanding the current and future influence that such disinformation
attempts might achieve. The article strives to conceptualize malign influence campaigns into a model
that might serve as a template for analyzing further propaganda and disinformation campaigns.

Anekcia Kpuwmy, BiiiHa Ha [loub6aci Ta moBHoOMAacIiITabHe BTOpPrHeHHs Pocii
IIPOAEMOHCTPYBAAN Ba*KAUBICTb iH(POPMAIIIHHOTO acHeKTy aTaKu aBTOPHUTAPHOTO
PEXUMY Ha JAEeMOKpPaTHYHY KpaiHy OAad BUIIpaBOaHHA arpecii Ta mOigpuBy cTabiAb-
HOCTi KpaiH-ornoHeHTiB. Pocia mMae moBry icTopito BUKOPUCTAHHA “@KTUBHHUX 3aX0-
OiB”, 1110 BIIPOBA/3KyBaAUCH y Pi3Hi criocobu, Bim 3aMOBHUX BOHMBCTB YM MiCTHUDI-
Kali icropii, yepe3 pi3Hi mAKepera BIIPOAOBK Oiabllle Hi3K cropivusa [9]. Hedaki 3
HiAXO0MiB ITPOAOBKYIOTh BUKOPHCTOBYBATUCH i JOBOMUTHU CBOI €PEKTUBHICTBH, SIK
TIOIIMPEHHS Teopili 3MOB ab0 MOLIWpPEeHHs IIKiIAUBUX HApPaTHBIB Ta icTopiil mas
nemoHizartii ormoHeHTiB. [IpoTe, micasg mmpoBaay OAiIKpuUry B YKpaiHi, pocigHU I10C-
TYIIOBO IIOYaAHu IepeOyoByBaTU CBOIO Ae3iHdopMalliiHy MalInHy 3 (PasbUINBUX
IIPUYUH A BTOPTHEHHS [4] 40 HiAPHUBY MOXKAUBOCTI YKpaiHM YUHUTU CIPOTHUB Yy
BitiHiI mpotu P®. lle# nepexin HalssCKpaBillle MOXKAUBO IIPOAEMOHCTPYBATHU 4Yepe3
cripobu arpecopa HifipBaTH iMiIK YKpaiHU Ta 3MEHIINTH 00CATU I'yMaHiTapHOi Ta
BiMICBKOBOI JOIIOMOTH YKpaiHi, Ki JolloMaramTbk YKpaiHi IpoTHCTOATH HaBaali Po-
cii.

ITlicaa Binxomy 3 IliBHO4i YKpainu PocilicbKa mmpornaraHga CKOHLIEHTPyBaAach
Ha MMoCTaBKax 30poi mas YKpaiHu SK IiAl Oasd CBOIX KaMIlaHil 3akopaoHoM. [lepiri
copobu AucKpenuTallii cMA oOOpoHH YKpaiHU IIoAo “IponazKy 30poi” HmodYaAuch
BxKe B KBiTHI 2022 poKy, Koau HU3Ka TeaerpamM-KaHaAiB IIOB’I3aHUX 3 POCIHCHKOIO
PO3BiIKOI0 OIIyOAIKyBaAW AMCT-IIIIPOOKY 3 HiOuUTO Biamomiamio MiHicTpa obopoHH
Oaekcia Pe3HikoBa HapogHOMY AeIlyTaToBi YKpainu [1] miozmo peaaizariii “HaganIin-
KOBOro” MaiiHa Ha BHYTPIIIIHbOMY Ta 30BHIIITHBOMY PHHKaX. AHUCT MiCTHUB (PaKTHU-
YHi Ta CTHAICTHYHI IIOMHAKH, Ta OyB 3’¢qHAHUI 3 ABOMAa 300pazkeHHAMHU 3 Adpu-
KaHCBKHUX KpaiH i 30poe€ro, sKi Oyau 3pobaeHi 3am0Bro no BTOPrHeHHs Pd, HaTda-
Kalo4yu Ha TOPTriBAIO 3 KpaiHamu Adpuku. He3zpazkarodu Ha aOCypAHICTH 3BUHYBa-
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YeHHS y TOPTriBai 30poe€ro mi Yyac IIoBHOMACHITAOHOTO BTOPTHEHHS, IIOBiIOMAEHHS
OTPUMAAO MifICHAEHHS 3 00Ky mpo-KpeMaiBCBKUX Menia, SIKi IIUTyBaAHU 1[I0 HOBUHY
dIK JOKOHaHUH (PaKT.

Ile moBimoMA€HHS OYAO ITIACHA€HO aHOHIMHUMH TeAerpaM-KaHaraMHU POCiHCh-
KHX “BOEHKOPIB” Ta KaHaAiB, gKi BUCBiTAIOIOTH BiMiHy. Lli mkepeaa modyasu mMacoBO
mybAiKkyBaTH iH(popMallito o0 IIpoaaky 30poi 3 YKpaiHu B €BpoIli yepe3 TEMHY
Mepexy [2]. [JxKepeaa HaBOAUAHU 3HIMKH eKpaHy MarasuHiB 30poi, sKi HIOUTO mpo-
[JaBaAu 30polo, 9Ky IIOCTa4YaloTh COIO3HUKU YKpaiHi. ¥ ToM yac gK nedki 3 HUX Oy-
AV BigpemaroBaHi, OyIb XTO MIl' CTBOPUTH aKayHT Ha TaKOMy caiTi i 3imiTyBaTu
mponazk 36poi. et HapaTuB MaB HoAaTKOBI iTeparii [3], 100 CTBOPUTH OOAATKO-
Be TAO “mmpobaemu”. Ile Oyao 3poOAEHO [IAST TOTO, HIO0 MiACUAUTH IIOTIEPEIHE MOBi-
JOMAEHHS Ta IIOCISITH CYMHIB IIOAO0 AOILIIABHOCTI BiHMCBKOBOi AOIIOMOTH YKpaiHi Ta
IIPUB’I3aTH 3axXigHy 30pOI0 M0 He3po3yMiroro, ase “HeOE3IeYHOro Ta 3araJKkoBoro”
IIOHSTTH T€MHAa Mepexka, IIPo gKe OIABIIICTh Ma€e MiHiMaAbHE 3HAHHA.

HacTtynmHUM KpPOKOM KaMIlaHigd AUCKpEeOUTAallii CArHyAa 3aKOPAOHHOI ayauTo-
pii, 9Ka BUKOpHCTaAa HornepenHi Mmarepiaau. ®paHIly3pKHUil KOpUCTyBad MOUTUPHUB
iH(pbopMallito OO0 3aXOIIA€HHS POCiTHAMU HEYIIIKO/XKEHUX 2 (PPaHIy3bKUX ray-
ouis Caesar i IXHBOrO BHBYEHHS 3aBOJOM YpaaBaroHsaBon. Koam kKopuctyBaui
3aluTaAu Ipo axKepeao iHdopmallii — BiH 3a3HayuB “©PCB”. Ha naardopwmi Teaer-
paM IIbOMY KOPHCTYBadeBi BiAIIOBiB HiOUTO ogillitHUM akayHT 3aBOAY i IIOIIPOCUB
HafmicaaTu Oiaple (PpaHIy3bKHUX CHCTeM. He3Baskarouu Ha BiZICYTHICTH OOKa3iB i
3arnepedyeHHsl (PpaHIy3bKHUM Ta yKpaiHCBKUM ypsaoM, I icTopis oTpuMasa Io-
mupeHHs B pocidicbkux 3MI. [daai npo-KpemaiBcbkuii Teaerpam-kaHaa Pubap,
KWW Ouine IIpo BilfHy, 3a3HAYWB, 10 2 YCTAHOBKH OyAM IIPOAAHI yKPaiHCHKOIO
CTOPOHOIO POCiTHaM, aA€ 3HOBY XK TaKM 0e3 XKOTHUX J0Ka3iB [7].

HacTtynmHuM KpOKOM CTaAO MOIIUPEHHS HiOUTO HE3aA€KHUM OOArapChKUM 0-
CAITHUKOM PO3CAIAYBaHHA III0I0 MIPOAaXKy 30poi aHTAIMCHKOIO MOBOIO Ha cauTi
bulgarianmilitary.com. ABTop 6AOTy BHKOpPHCTaB 3a3HadeHi BHIIle IIyOAikarllil mpo
TEeMHY MepeKy, IIOBiJOMAEHHS (PPaHIy3bKOI'0 KOpHCTyBauda, IIpo-KpeMaiBchbKUH
TeaerpaMm, (OPMYIOYH iAIO3iI0 MOCAIIZKEHOT'0 MHUTAHHS 3 OaraTrbMa JoKa3aMU, SKi
Oyau pos3BiHYaHi pakT-yeKepaMu. TakoK y SIKOCTi [OKa3iB OAOT LIUTYBaB AlOAeH
0e3 ekcmepTu3u Ta crarti KypHaaictiB RT. “BimmuBanHsa” pocilickkoro iHdopmMa-
IMHOTO TTOBiZIOMAEHHSI 1HO3€MHUM Me[ia JO3BOAWAO POCIMCBKHUM Meia IIUTyBaTU
CTaTTIO SK JI0Ka3 IIpoAaxky 30poi, 110 JoBeneHO iHO3eEMHUMU XKypHaasicTamu, i me-
peraKyBaTH 1[I0 iICTOPiI0 JAd HOBUX ayAHUTOPiH depe3 CBOI PECYpCH HallpaBAE€HI Ha
iHO3eMHy ayauTopiio, gk SouthFront.

[HO3eMHi cTaTTi HamaAu TIOIITOBX OAd IIe OIABIIIMX MAHIOYAALIH 3 TE€MHOIO
Mepexew 1 “minrBepazkeHHsaM” crapux icropiti. Tobro, moBimomMaeHHsS “YKpaiHa
npomae 3axifgHy 30por0” IMPOMIIAO KiAbKa KiA i cTaao “miaTBepaskeHHUM” (PaKTOM
yepe3 Imybaikallii 3aKOpJOHOM i HasgBHICTb 6araTboxX IIOCHAaHb Ha maxkepeasa. Byan-
dKa 3asgBa, sKa TilIoOTeTUYHO BKa3yBasa Ha MOIKAUBICTH KOHTpabaHau 30poi y
KOH(AIKTaX ITogaBasach K JOAATKOBUH 0Ka3 POCIHCHKUX iCTOPil.

HactynHuMm BuTKOM Ii€l KammaHii ctasa mybaikarliss HiOMTO HIMEIIBKOTO Me-
aia, gke B peaabHOCTi € Teaerpam kanaaom [8]. “Himenpbke memia” Journalisten
Freikorps my0aikye kopoTke Bimeo 3 300paskeHHsam [I3PK Stinger i Himenskum Te-
KCTOM 3a ydacTi Ioaimii i omucowm, 1o y nopty Bpemena 3aTpuMaHi yKpaiHCBKI
BifICBKOBOCAYZK0O0BIIi, I1I0 IIEPEBO3HAH IIIOCH Y TyOycax Ha 60pTy Kopabas Paopiana
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i1 YyKpaiHCBKUM IIpariopoM. 3BYK Ha Bifeo OyB HakKAaeHUU 3 iHIIOrO Bileo KiAb-
KapiuyHOi maBHUHU, KopabeAb 3 TakKOIO Ha3BOIO iCHYE ase XOAUTH IIifl IIParopom
MaasbTH, 1 noainia BpemeHa 3anepedynasa 3aTpUMaHHA YKpaiHINB. Y caMoro Menaia
3HaMIIAY 3B’93KH 3 Pociero [5].

Hactynmuum kpokom Oyaa cripoba BimbiauTu mxkepeaso indopmartiii. B manosi-
nomomy Mmenia HBH omy6aikyBaau daabmiuBuil aucra Big Oaekcia Pe3nikoBa, Mi-
HicTpa 060poHU, MO MiHicTpa 3aKOpAOoHHUX copaB AMmurpa Kyaebu i3 3a3HaueH-
Hawm, 1o [13PK HauebTo 3HatineHi B BpemeHi 3HaxoasaThcd Ha ckaani. Lle# xxe auct
Oyao po3miireHo Ha BebO-cTopiHIi YKpaiHcbkoro Pamio 3 mocuaanuam Ha HBH. Ha
YKpaiHChKOMY paziio HOBHHAa Ipo cucreMy onosimeHHsa JCHC Oyaa Buago3MiHeHa
Ha AWCT, HaWiMOBIipHillle BHACAIZOK 3AaMy, MICTHUBIIM IIOMHAKH Yy O(OPMAEHHI.
HoBuHa Oyaa BumaseHa, ase IIPO-POCIHCHKI aiKepeaa BHUKOPHUCTOBYBAaAU apXiBHY
BEpPCilo CTOPiHKU gK nokas [8]. Ilicaa 1poro 3’aBHAACh XBHAS ITyOaAikalliii y 6aorax
AWICTa 3 HATSIKOM IIPO BKpPaeHi cucTeMu Stinger Ha IpoAask, IIOBIIOMAEHHS IIPO
TEMHY MEPEXKY, IIPOT€ 3 HEBEAHMKOIO 3aTPHUMKOIO BHACAILOK 3BIABHEHHS OKYyIIOBa-
HUX TepuTopili XapkKiBcbKoi obaacTi. [ToBimoMAeHHSI, BUKOPHUCTOBYBAAHM SICKpaBi
o0pasu, K HaIlpPUKAAL, “dUu He HaJaAu Ile IIUBIABbHI AiTaKM” BHACAIIOK aTak IIUMU
CHCTEMaMH.

Lli icropii micag ampoballii OKOAWIlL MEmiHHOrO cepeoBUIIA, MEPEeHIIAN 10
FOAOBHHUX MeIHHHUX I'paBLiB Pocii — TeaekaHaaiB, a 3BiATH 00 oillifHUX ITpeacTa-
BHUKIB KpaiHH, 9K Hapukaan, [Jmurpa [loaAgHCBKOTO, IIEPIIOTO 3aCTyIIHUKA I10C-
TittHOrO NpeacraBHUKa PP npu OOH. Ilicag 1poro, mKepeao POCiMChKUX (haAbIIH-
Bux poscainyBaHb WarOnFakes [10] Ha ocHOBI MaTepiaaiB BHUIIYCTHAO “pO3CAimy-
BaHHA~ POCIMCHKOI0, HIMEIIBPKOIO, (DPaHIy3bKOI0, aHTAIMCHKOIO Ta KUTAUCHKOIO MO-
BaMH.

HactynmuuMm KpokoMm B I1ifi KammaHii cTaaa crapoba IIpuB’a3aTH 3aXiqHy 30poio
3 YKpaiHu 10 HeraTUBHUX IIOAiM Ta KpUMiHaabHUX pyXiB. [lepioro cripoboio crasa
IIPUB’A3KAa PO 30pOr0, IKa OIMHHUAACH B PyKaX MEKCHKAHCBHKOI'0 KapTeAlo 3 YKpa-
inu. B iHmomy BUIAAKy, IIPO-POCIMCBHKI AxKepesa crpobyBaau BimHaiiTu 306poro 3
Ykpainu y XAMAC min gac Hanany Ha [3paiab, mpore obuaBi icTopii Oyan po3BiH-
4yaHi (pakT-4yeKepaMu K HernpaBausi[11,0].

TakuM 4HMHOM, MOXKHa CTBOPHUTH IIEBHY MoAeAb miaxomy Pocii mo pos3mnoBcro-
M>KeHHs ae3iHdopMmarliii 3 MerToro auckpenuTallii Ykpainu. [lepmuMm KpokoMm €
CTBOPEHHH HETaTUBHOI iCTOpii, gKa IIKOAUTHUME pelyTallii iHmioi cropoHu. [louar-
KOBeE IIOBiZIOMAEHHSI BaxKAWBe, 00 3akaamae (PyHZAMEHT MIOAAABIIOTO BIIAHUBY Ta
iTepaniti indopmariifinoi Kammnasii. /IzkepeaoM Takoi iH(popmallii BUCTYIIUB HiOUTO
VKpaiHCBKUM TeAerpaM KaHaaA, as€ 31 3B’I3KaMH 3 POCIMCBKOIO PO3BiIKOIO, TOMY
BIpOTiAHO, II0 MICLE3HAXOMXKEHHS [IKepeaa TaKOXK Mae 3Ha4Ye€HHs, aAe Malbixke
3aBx)au e okoamuud (‘fringe’) menitinoro npocropy. Hactynuuii eran MiCTHUTH Tre-
Hepallilo HOBUX iCTOpiH, gKi IIUTYIOTH IIepIlle II0OBiJOMAEHHS SIK JOKOHAHUU (PakT i
JOOAIOTh HOBHUX, 0a3KaHO 3 MOAABAHHSIM HE3PO3YMIAUX [AS LIUPOKOIO 3arasy pe-
4eH.

YeproBUM KPOKOM € IIOIIYK PO3MOBCIOAKYBadiB 3aKOpPAOHOM. lle MOXKyTH Oy-
TU BUNIAAKOBI KOMEHTATOPU abo 0AOTepH, SIKi KOMITIAIOIOTh BXK€ HasBHIi “mokasu” 3
IIOIIEPENHIX ICTOPil, CTBOPIOIOYH BUAHMICTD AOCAIIXKEHOT'O ITHTAHHS 1 IPUKAALY
HeraTuBy IoAo YKpainu. Taki icTopii OTpUMYIOTEH IIIUPOKE BUCBITAEHHS y POCIHCEH-
KUX Ta IIPO-POCIHCBKUX BHAAHHAX B P® Ta 3akopaoHOM, 9K CEHCalliliHE PO3CAidy-
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BaHHS 1HO3EMHUMM [K€peAaMH, HaBITh 3a YMOBH ILIUTYBaHHHA BHKAIOYHO IIPO-
POCIMCBKUX MKEPEA Y TAKUX CTATTAX.

[linroTroBYM{ eTamn Ha LBOMY 3aBEPIIYETHCHd 1 IIOYMHAETHCSI HOBHUH ITHKA.
CrnioyaTKy BigOyBaeThcd AUCKpeauTallisa odilliiHoro gakT-deKiHry, To6To BigKHU-
JaHHsS PO3BiHYAHHA IUX Ae3iH(opMalliiHuX icTopill 9K “3aaHrazkoBaHuX’ i IIPO-
TUCTaBAEHHS “KOPEKTHHX 1 KEPOBAHUX JOCAIIKEHb 3aKOPAOHOM, CTBOPIOIOYH (ha-
ABIIIUBY €KBiBaA€HTHICTb. [laai, pocisHU yepe3 IMiAKOHTPOABHI abo MOB’s3aHi opra-
Hi3allii 3aKopaoHOM ITyOAIKYIOTH HOBIi Ae3iHdopMalliliHi KaMmnaHii, IT0BilOMAEHHS,
Tomto. Lli mMOBiMOMAEHHS OTPUMYIOTH CBOIO “/I0Ka30By 0a3y” dyepe3 BIIPOBAXKEHHS
OiApOOKU MOKYMEHTIB, 3AaMy aBTOPHUTETHUX Mefia, abo KpamizKKH iAeHTUYHOCTI
aBTOPUTETHUX Meia, TOOTO myDbaikallii MaTepiaaiB HIOUTO Bim BHAAHHS ITOTPiOHOI
inpopmartii. Lle#t nporec BigOyBaeThCd Ha TAl TIOTOYHUX ITOAIN, dKi € HOAAaTKOBUM
[ZKEPEAOM Al CTBOPEHHS ITOBiOMAEHBb. T0oOTO, BifOyBaeThCs IIPUB’I3yBaHHS YK-
paiHu [0 HEraTHUBHUX SBHII, PYXiB Ta TPy, HI00 AUCKPEOUTYBATH YKpaiHy dK
“RopyrmiifiHy” KpaiHy, gka morioMarae “repopucram”. Lle#i IITMKA HOBTOPIOETHCH
3HOBY 1 3HOB.

Taku#t minxin nqo3soasie Pocii crBoproBaTu npaBaonoibHe 3arepedyeHHsd, ToO0-
TO CaMOyCYBaTHCh BiJl aBTOPCTBa TAaKUX KaMIIaHil, OCKIABKH IIPUCYTHE BHKOPUC-
TaHHS 1HO3eMIIiB, 9Ki HIOUTO MUIIYTh HOCAIIKEeHHd. Ha momauy, et MmeTon BIPO-
BaJKy€ KiAbKa €TalliB, fKi IIICAS II0YaTKOBOI CTaAii MOXKYTh INOBTOPIOBATHCH 1
amanTyBaTHUCh 00 HoTped dacy i noxmiii. [IpoTuaia TakoMy BIAHBY y BUTAL Iepe-
BipKHU (PaKTiB 3iMCHIOETHCS Ha KOXKHOMY OKpPEMOMY eTarli 11i€ei KaMIiaHii, mpoTe He
3aBXKIU CHPAIlbOBYE depe3 moTpedy KOMOiIHyBaTH OKpeMi (paKT-4eK AOCAIIKEeHHS
[ASI TIepeBipKU OAOTIB, B IKHUX 3i0paHO KiAbKa OKPEMUX iCTOPil, IKi 3HAXOASI4YNCH B
paMKax OJHOI'0 JOKYMEHTY CTBOPIOIOTH BHAMMICTb FTAMOMHHOIO aHaaily i po3Bimy-
BaAbHOI XypHaaicTUKU. He3dBakaroum Ha CXOXKICTh 3 KaMIIaHIIMU MHUHYAOTO, SK
Omnepania Jeusep [9, c. 298-311], pocigHH aganTyiOTh HOBITHI 3aC00HU [IAsT Kpalioi
audy3ii CBOIX ITOBiIOMAEHBb Bif TPETiX 0Ci0, MaloTh 3MOTY IIPOAYKYBATH MHiIpOOKHU
Yy IIPOMHUCAOBUX MaciITabax, Ta aganTyBaTH IOBILOMAECHHS OAS Pi3HUX ayIUTOPIH.
Ha momauy, meski Kammasii MOXXyTh 00’€ITHYyBaTHChH 3 IHIIIMMH i CTBOPIOBATU CHHE-
priuHuil edpeKT, 9K CTAAOCh 3 PO3IOBCIOMXKeHHaM Bigeo y Tik Toii, ne aBTop HiOH
BKas3yBaB Ha Kopymnilito Oaekcia Pe3snikoBa[12,13], KOAMITHBOT'O MiHiCcTpa 060POHH,
[oAarogu KaMIlaHii 3 “mpoaasky 36poi” 1e onuH pasbIINBUN J0KA3.
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